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Brothbk Elbctors, Feb. 1835. 

HB affairs of this kingdom hare now been brought 
3 a crisis, which renders it the duty of every indivi- 
ual in every station of life, conscientiously to pro- 
lote the cause of religion, of morality, and of good 
overnment; and there is not one person living so 
ery humble, , as not to be able in some degree to do 
lood either by- example or inflaeace. 

Things cannot any longer be carried on as they used 
o be ; when the wishes, almost the commands, of a 
ew Peers and rifh landowners were permitted to rule 
he destinies of the nation, without examination and 
vithonl opposition on the part of the community at 
arge. Education has lately made rapid progress; 
ind there are uow few persons who are unable to read 
and form an opinion for themselves ; while the nume- 
rous publications sent forth by the press, advocating 
the cause of all parties, and discussing alt subjects, 
afford an opportunity to the whole population of bear- • 
ing both sides of every questioti, if people will only 
take the reasonable trouble of doing so. The excel- 
lence of our roads likewise, and the speedy commu- 
lication kept up with all parts of the kingdom, have 
wrought even the remotest comers of the island into 
;lose neighbourhood; and thus the personal rights 
md iuterests of the poorest of our countrymen, can- 
not henceforth be violated by local tyranny or local 
njustice, without the fact being immediately publish- 
ed ffoni one end of Britain to another, and without 
riving rise to an outcry of remonstrance from all the 
iiuny thousands who feel themselves liable to the 
same sort of oppression. 

We who are now living, have been happily exempt 
Tooi those castle dungeons, and cruel tortures, and 
violences, and extortions of petty feudal tyrants, to 



which our forefathers were hourly exposed and which 
they 80 toDg groaned under ; aod should we also man- 
fully do our duty towards ourselves and desceadants^ 
our children and children's children will in fnture be 
free from much of the heavy taxation, e;£pensive law, 
tithe and corporation abuses, and corrupt pensions 
and sinecures, to which we unfortunately are atiU 
subjected. This will he to reform, to improve our 
institutions according to the advancement which sp- 
ciety has made in l^uowledge and civilization ; just as 
our forefathers, in their day, made reforms and inir 
provemente in the institutioas which were theq exist' 
ing in our common country, and which tjicy found to 
have become unfitted tp the times in which they lived. 

Let us first, however, look back a little into our 
national history ; for from its pages we may gain ex- 
perience to guid^ our future conduct. 

When the Constitution of 1688 was settled, apd^ 
James 2nd was finally driven from the throne, two 
viplent political parties quickly sprang up among the 
nobility and gentry ; for the voice of the people was 
scarcely heard, and never attended to, until more than 
a century later : thesg parties assumed the names of 
Whigs aud Tories, The former, insisted not only on 
the exclusion of James 2nd from the throne of this 
kingdom^ hut alsp ori the exclusion of all his male 
desccud&nts J because they argued, that it was mad- 
ness again to trust the liberties of this nation to the 
family of Stuart, which ha<l always been found hostile 
to freedom : the Tories, on the other hand, were de- 
sirous of making the son of James their king; and 
spch was the hitternessof the contest, that the present 
Royal family was cajled tp fill the throne of Great 
Britain, by a ftiajority of only one in the House' of 
Commons. That one was a member for the county 
of Devonshire, 

If, then, it has been thus proved by history, of what 
great importance to the national prosperity the vote 
of one single member of the House of Commons may 
be, let no.Elector say hereafter, that it signifies little 



^■ho is Sent up to ParriiimBnt to repreaent Ms county 
or hit) town : arid more especially let no Elector ima- 
gine, that It is of little impprtance how or to whom 
he mfty give his vote ; as it is possible, that one single 
vote might turn the scale at the election, and appoint 
n patriotic, iDdependent, virtuous man to watch over 
the destinies of England. This very year, in fact, obe 
Single vote has decided the elections at RddhestCr, 
Halifax, Tralee, abd other ^l&ce^. 

Soob arBrt-the preeeitt Royal fanaiiywfspMtt^d on the 
throDe, that is in 1715, ift rebellibn broke out in Sc'ot- 
!hnd; which cbDsed such terror to the ^vernment, 
(Jiat an Act iros passed to niake the then Parliament 
sit seveta years, instead of three years only, as i^as set- 
tled by thte C<Jnstituii<)n 6F IflS3: and disgracefnl it is 
to remember, that neither WhigS nor Tories have 
since had p&triotism to repeal that Act, which was at 
' the tiriie only intended to be temporary ; and thus the 
, people have been dteprived, during a space of 120 years, 
of their salalary right of exercising a ft-equent check 
bn the conrfact of the RejiliesfentAtivEs *ho tax them. 

Fot fltiwardfi of fifty year^ after thfe House of Hano- 
ver asciended the throne, the t*o great parties of Whigs 
and Tories wetr struggling for place and power. The 
Tdriea raised the cry of " High Churth," and " the 
. Divihe right of Kings l(t 4ct ds they pliease;" while 
the Whigs ihsistied; that the people Were the sonrce of 
all power, and had a legitimate right to discard a bad 
monarch, dven as they had alretSy distarded James 
3nd and his male descendants : bui both parties were 
equally corrupt and selfish in their endeavours to ob- 
tain the superidrity; equally wasteful of the public 
mone|)r ■ and seem to have stuck at no means by which 
t6 gain the upper haiid. George 2nd Uked well 
eiiOQgh the doctrine of the Tories, that "kings may 
bit as they please ;" but he DfeVer could be persuaded 
Entirely to abandon the Wbigi, b Whom, he just|ly said, 
bis own family was indebted for the crown of Etigland: 
. anej the great rebellion of 1745, in favour of the Pre- 
tender, made the king still less inclioed to put implicit 
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confidence in tbe Toiy faction. Thus, then, things 
continued j and the people's wealth was sacrificed be- 
tween the bribery and selfishness of the two parties. 
Regiments were raised by individual noblemen, who 
drew on the Treasuryfor the subsistence of 600 or 800 
men, when often not 150 soldiers had been actually 
enlisted; and the cominisstons of majors, captuns, 
&c., were very frequently bestowed upon children not 
yet out of the nursery: their parents pocketing the 
pay and emoluments ! The national crown lands were 
either given away, or leased out for 99 years to the 
influential nobles and courtiers, at mere nominal rents; 
many of which abuses still exist, and are daily before 
our eyes in this and the neighbouring counties : but 
perhaps the most barefaced job in these northevn parts 
of the kingdom, was the trustee of a charitable insti- 
tution granting a lease unto himself and his heirs for 
867 years, of all the mines and minerals belonging to 
the estates of the said cliarity, at an annual rent of 
only three pounds ten shillings. His heirs and suc- 
cessors are now among the most rich and powerful of 
the landNl This disgraceful transaction took place 
in 17'42 ; and was at lengHi somewhat amended by a 
committee of the House of Commons in 1818, when 
the rent was nused : but had the property been then 
put up to public competition, it would probably have 
fetched as many thousands per annum as it now does 
hundreds. 

A short time previous to the accession of George 
3rd, in 1760, the great Earl of Chatham had given 
stability to the government, by introducing reforms 
and checking abuses. He had insured peace and con- 
tent at home J and had made his country respected 
by the conquest of Canada and other successes : so 
that the young monarch, who was an Englishman by 
birth and of virtuous domestic habits, ,Bnd had begun 
his reign by making the judges independent of the 
crown, was hailed by his subjects with enthusiastic 
attachment. Unfortunately, however, George 3rd 
had been brought up with an extreme dislike 6f all 



those. who talked of circamscribing the royal prer»- 
gRtive, or who wished to i^ve influence to the popular 
voice; and therefore he at once joined himself to the 
Tories ; which party has continued to govern the des- 
tinies of this empire, short intervals excepted, until 
. 1830; that is, for a period of seventy years. 

We will now pause a little, brother Electors, in or- ' 
der to examine the official records of the state of 
Britain in the year 1760; then we will briefly trace 
the misrule of the Tories, step by step, in their course 
of warfare and extravagance j and lastly, look into the 
official returns of the ^tate of the nation in 1830 : 
after which investigation, you will be able to judge 
how you may best do your duty at this momentous 
crisis of affairs, towarcis yourselves — your eountrj' — 
and year posterity. 

In 1760, the national debt was 141 millions and a 
half: the taxes amounted to four millions and a half 
annually : the poor-rates were not quite one million. 
The first sad and important effect of the Tories 
possessing the power of the kingdom, was the loss of 
the American provinces after a bloody and expensive 
war of eight years. I'he Tories insisted on taxing 
these colonies for the benefit of the parent state, with- ' 
out the intervention of the provincial legislatures ; 
and that being taxation without representation, was 
contrary to the British Constitution, and conse- 
quently resisted ; but so unwilling were the Ame- 
ricans at first to quarrel with the, mother country, 
that they offered to raise even a greater sum of mo- 
ney than demanded, provided they might be allowed 
to tax' themselves ; and yet this reasonable request 
was haughtily rejected by the Tory government. To- 
ries always prefer gaining their ends by coercion, 
rather than by conciliation. It is said, this war was 
popular in England ; which is not improbable, as nei- 
thei* nations nor individuals like to have their autho- 
rity disputed. The struggle was, however, unsuccess- 
ful on our part, and Britain was forced to acknow- 
ledge the independence of the Uiiited States, after 
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loung: rauch hoaoar, spending 32 tnilUona in Uxea, 
tad addiug 104 miUioiis to the DtttioiiBl debt. I'ke 
eyes of the people alao were opened to the fact^ that 
tbeit own rights and liberties had been attacked 
through the attempt on the cotowts ; and that if the 
Tories hod suceeeded in putting down the Americans, 
their next endeavour woald have beea to put an end 
to the free institutions of Great Britain. 

The voice of the people now first began to be heard a 
little in public affiurs, but very geMly, at a very small 
proportion of the labouring daasea could read or write; 
consequently, few newspapers were pt^isfaed, and 
very bttle was known by the conuuiiinty at large of 
vhat was going forward ia the pobticitJi world. The 
French revolution, however^ was far too mighty an 
event not to rouse the curiosity of the most ignorant, 
and awaken the hopes and expectations of all classes. 
Britons had been so long accustomed to- sneer at tbc 
French as slaves, and to abuse theno fix submitting in 
the 18tb century, to all the extortions and iojastices of 
the old feudal system, that the whde natiso, princes 
and lords and people, joined in a shout of exHltadoQ st 
the first breaking out oftheFi-cnch revolution in 1789. 
It was hailed as a triumph o# humanifcy and of beedom. 

It is very -probable, that if the French had been 
permitted to manage their own affairs withouE the 
interference of their neighbours^ they would quickly 
have settled down under at least as free a eonstitutkm 
as they have now obtained with Louis Ptullipe, after 
forty years of bloodshed, war&re audi eban^a ; Cor 
most of the leaders and promoters o# the levolntion in 
1780) were men of great talents and muchmodet^tion; 
who struggled for nearly three years f^ainst^efttth- 
lessness of the court and the ionreaaing violence of the 
Jacobins ; andatlastsacrificeditfaemsAives ratfaerthftd 
join Robe^iere, Marat, and those other bk>odbMindsi 
whom the court and ariatoci-Bcy of Francs bad atfini 
strengthened against the patriotic refiormerSk But the 
kii^ of £urape would noC allow the French to settle 
tiieiz own afiairs ! They enaQataged the amtocsacy and 



■ ? - 

privileged Masses tooppose all reforme; they persuaded 
tbe well-meai^ng king to break faith with his people, 
and violate the most solema eagt^emeaUt ; tfaey or- 
ganized imnaense armies on the frontiers, and threat- 
eoed France with plunder and conquest : then it was, 
towards the end of the year 1792) that the French 
people being goaded iata the madness of revenge, by 
the frequent attempts of the CDartaind its partizans to 
deprive them of what reforms they hrni o4)tained since 
17^ > alao exaspexsted by the civil war raging in some 
of their provinces, and by the invasion of others from 
tbe side ef Germany ; then it was, that the people gave 
themselves u^ to the power of rcmorseleM villains, in 
order to keep peace at home by rnenns of tecror, while 
tkey marehed te he&t back and annihilale their io- 
racJers, aad afterwards bnrst over Europe like a tor- 

The Tory ministers of England dare not at first open- 
ly joiaia the onsade against thp liberties of the French 
peoi^ yefl they secretly assisted the enemies-of France, 
aaA did every thing in their power to increase the 
CM^affiOft aoid annrcby of that unhappy country : 
bat «4i«n it wa* found that the BritiBh pieople were 
bc^Baing ba awaken to the abuses e:iuai^>g in their 
own gOf>er*B»ent : and toinsist that the representatives 
iKtheComaionBlloKseof I^Mamentovghtto-bereally 
elected by the Commons,, and not by the Peers, then 
thft Tome« dekennined to invoive tile nation in an un- 
neesasary -mar, in. order ta withiirBw the atteaUon of 
Che pef^lefaciBK ParlismeBtary. Reform^ The result 
of that wa« we; all weU: know !' After viefories, and 
illunriaatMaS), aadkiliiog or wounding; maiv/i hundred 
thoumnda^ oK oih" eoontrymen ; after a. weight of 
tasBtiflot aev«r before heard of in this wtsrld ; aad 
after m deadly! stimggle of 21 years duration : Our 
Tory gavenuMts- succeeded in thrusting that mighty 
sakiier Boonafjafte into an island prison : bat they 
have left us to pay some thirty-five: millions a year 
aa intevett. o£ debt and. pensiona ; th^ placed again 
ooraooteDt.eiieaiies'i the..fioiiabons, oa the thnae (^ 
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France ; tbey have forced Spuio and Portugal to go 
through the horrors of civil war, to obtain those re- 
formed institations which our armies prevented Na- 
poleon from giving them ; and, after all, the British 
people have obtained in 1832, a far more sweeping 
Reform in Parliament, than was ever thought of in 
■ 1/93. So mufh for Toiy judgment, and Tory go- 
^vernment, in procrastinating the reform of abuses. 

But let us watch a little more closely the Tory 
system of misrule ; and their mode of betraying the 
energies of this Nation. 

Mr. Pitt started in life a thorough reformer ! bat 
when called to govern, he said he found it impossible 
to overthrow the borough- mongers ; therefore he 
must rule through their assistance : and he thus meanly 
sacrificed his principles to his love of power. It is 
true the borough patrons were omnipotent both over 
the )<ing and the House of Commons ; for daring 
the long struggle between Whigs and I'iw.ies, both 
parties had purchased up the houses in decayed bo- 
roughs, or filled the close corporations of larger towns 
with their own relations, dependants, and partizana ; 
the Tories, however, having the most selfish worldly- 
wisdom, had got the greater number of boroughs into 
their hands; and the following is a correct statement , 
of the representation of the people of Great Britain, 
previous to the union with Ireland. 

England and Wales returned 513 members, and 
Scotland 45 members, to the House of Commons. 
198 were nopinaCed for rotten boroughs ; 185 were 
unduly returned by close corporations; the ministry • 
of the day could insure the election of 30 members ; 
and 32 seats were put up to auction, and sold to the 
hi^est bidder, by the potwallopers of some great 
towns : so that in fact, only 113 members out of the 
558 who sat in Parliament under pretence of repre- 
senting the people, had the least claim to say they 
were freely chosen by the people. 

Mr. Pitt having placed himself at the head of the 
Tories, because they nominated the majority of mem^ 



bcrs to the House of Commons, and thus commanded 
the national pnrae-strings ; that party carried every 
thing their own way. In vain, Fox, Sheridan, Grey, 
&c. pointed out the iniquity of wasting the public blood 
and treasure, in a quarrel which did not concern us ; 
and which was only done to blind the people to their 
own true interests, and prevent Parliamentary Reform. 
Tax after tax w^s iaid on the people each session ; 
and, as more money was stilt wanted, loana were 
raised with such thoughtless extravagance, that for 
each £bO paid into the public treasury, £95 were 
added to the national debt ; Acts of coercion and 
subversive of personal liberty, were continually pass- 
ed by the Tories to keep down the people ; in 1797, 
the Bank Restriction Act robbed every creditor in the 
kingdom, by causing that to be paid in paper which 
had been borrowed in gold ; and Peel's Bill in 1819, 
robbed the land- holders and every debtor, by making 
them pay in gold what they had borrowed in paper ; 
thus nea^y doubling all debts, because none of the 
salaries, jiensions, or other money engagements were 
■ reduced to the naw standard of value. It is true that 
the Tories had previously passed a vote in the House 
of Commons, declaring a pound note and a shilling to 
be equal in value to a guinea ; yet tHe fact was, that 
twenty-nine shillings were given on the Continent for 
a guinea, while only fourteen shillings could be ob- 
twned there for a one pound Bank of England note. 
' The dreadful Irish rebellion occurred in 1798, which 
the Tories have been accused (we hope unjustly ac- 
cused) of purposely fomenting. There is no doubt, 
their violent and unjust measures exasperated the 
Irish population into insurrection; the description of 
the scenes which then took place in that unfortunate 
island, are quite heart- rending ; for both those who 
rebelled against, and those who supported, the go- 
vernment, seem equally to have forgotten the common 
feelings of bumaniiy. 

It is needless to dwell on the Tory spy system ; on 
their frequent suspensions of the Habeas Corpus ; on 
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tbe Si);Actsof CaBtlereagh, and his reign of vengeance ; 
for all those things arc still fresh in the memory of ■ 
the whble people : but it Bhould be stated, that the 
Torifis hnd filled eveiy intuatioR under goycrBiiieDt 
with their owa f)U'tSzaas; and this exciosive system 
extended ChtvaghtlMt the whole kingdom, not only as 
to lords ti«uteiMutfi and Aiagistrates, but also in the 
appointiaent of conimisBioners — snrvGyors — excise- 
men, &c. Not lesB than 106 Tory Peers had likewise 
been created [ and h^arly every Tory nobleman of 
SMttaod and Ireland had been made a Peer of Parlia- 
ittefit, in addition tothe 16 and 28 Peers which tbosetWo 
poniOns of the empire have the constitutional rigbtof 
' tending to refH*eBent their aristocracy : thus the Hoirte 
of Lords has become a complete packed Jury of To- 
ries. 

The victory of Waterloo ftl length g*V6 uB p«aee ! 
And let us now compare theofHctfil rectitdoF the state 
of the nation in 1815, to what it was at tbe breaking 
obt of thfe French Revolution^ Onfe thousand and 
thit-ty-five millions had he^n i*\»eA ift takes to snb- 
por% the wat against Fran^ : h^e hUhdred add elghW^ 
Bine millions had been added to the national debt for 
the same wark the aanual poor-HnteA hod ^neh^asttd to 
abow six miinoni ; atid neariy the Whole t>f tho^e 
Conimon lands which had afforded sabslstent^e it) er&r}- 
part of England to the poor man's cow, or had yielded 
fuel to warm the poor man's coltagCi had beeti eb- 
dosed by Acts of the Tories for the benefit of lords of 
itaanorH and their wealthy neighbours, to the evident 
spoliation of the "vested rights" of the people. Yefi ! 
DO compunction ha^ been shown in Violating the 
"vested rights" of the poor and industrious labourer, 
so that their spirit of independence h&s beeti boia- 
pletely broken down and tlie parish tatci mtlltiplied 
sixfold ; but an unceasing outei^ is r^ned in faVtmr 
of the sacredness of stich "vested rights" as bdobg 
to tbe clergy, the corporations, the pfiafltotteM aba 
the elnecurlsts. Meither is this all tHU the nation 
evres to Tory mis-governtneiit; f«f otlt 6f the 0t-Bt 
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fi%-fiy« years of their rule, they had passed thirty 
years tq the qiost bloody warfare : Britain bad also 
losit duriug Tofyaiierule, her va^t colouies in America ; 
hfid seea ber own fl^ts. mutiny, q/id blockade the 
Thaoies j hivd bcea involved in &, terrible rebellion in 
Ireland ; apd had been kept in conatant alarm, by 
ripts an4 GXfiCUtiona at home. Bqt we cannot better 
point out the Tory burthens under which this nation 
groaned al th^ end of the war in 1815, than by copy- 
ing the wQrt|s of t^wiiter in the Edinburgh Ueview : — 
TAXES 
Upon tfon Biticla that enters into the month, or corew the baok, ' 
or ii placed nnder tbe feet. 
XAXES 
Upon erorr tiling that !■ pleumt tj see. heu, feel, smell, and tasta. 
TAXES 
Uponnanntli, lieht, wdlacoiuotioa. 
TAXES 
On CTBTT (hluf on eaitli, and in the wateri ander tbe earth ; on every 
ttung thstcome* fromabtoad, 01 is gcown Bthome. '' 

TAXES _, ,„, 

On the raw material ; i;-i £^3 IS 

TAXES ^^Mi^ 

On eTer; Tilne thatia added to it b; the indnitr; of mail. *^ 

TAXta 

On the sauce whiob pampeTi man's appetite, and on the drag which 

Testoroahim to health; 

On tba ermiB« whieli decorates thBJudgOi and tlie rupe which hsngi tie 



, The school-boy whips bis taxed top ; 

The beardles* youth manages his taxed horse with a taxed bridle en 

And the dying Englithman. 

pouring his medioioe, which ba< paid? per cent., 

into a spoon which has paid l.'t percent. 

throw* bimielf back upon hia chintz bed which haa paid iS per ceni 



mal^ea hia will on on J^ stamp, 
iipires in the arms of an a — ■"' 



and expires In tbe arms of an apothecary. 

who haa paid ^100 for tbe privilege of putting him to death. 

Hia vrhale property is then laied from S lo 10 per oei)t., 

beaides tbe probate. 

Lar);e fsea are demanded for bnrying him in the ehaneet ; 

his virtues are handed down to posterity on taxed marble ; 

end he is than gathered to his fathers. 



The blessing of Peace then, at last arrived in 1815 ; 
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but the farmers soon found out, that high prices could 
not be maintained ; and yet high rents were still de- 
manded, while their former gains had been spent in 
good living : the landlords discovered, that their rent- 
rolls were nominal ; for their tenants could not pay 
uj), although they then got corn laws passed to try 
and save their own incomes: the shopkeepers saw 
bankruptcy staring them in the face, because neither 
farmers norgentryhad money to buy with : merchants 
.and manufacturers met rivals in every market, as 
trade was now open to all the Continental nations ; 
among whom, taxation — at least Tory taxation — is 
comparatively unknown : and when Peel's Bill on the 
Currency obliged all who had borrowed in paper to 
pay in gold, thus doubling debts by not at the same 
,time reducing all money engagements to the new 
standard of value ; then many of those who had been 
' staunch advocates of Tory war while it seemed to fill 
their pockets, joined the Whig opposition in their 
demands for retrenchment. 

But a new party had gradually sprung up in the 
state, distinct from Whigs and Tories ; the party of 
Reformers with Mr. Hume at their head. This gen- 
tleman had entered Parliament five and twenty years 
ago, with a sturdy determination of exposing the ex- 
travagance of a Tory government, and of putting an 
end to its wastefulness. Night after night he resisted 
the grants of public money; at first he was assailed 
with the sneers of the Tories ; but he cared not: ihtti 
they attempted to sdence him by ridicule ; laugh'ed at 
a few trifling error? of calculation which ,he was led 
into by being denied a sight of ofiicia! documents, and 
called him a fool ; but still he went on steadily in his 
endeavours to diminish the expenditure: at length, 
whenever Mr. Hume began to speak, the Tories quit- 
ted the house and left him to talk to empty benches ; 
yet he persevered. " I know," said he, " 1 can do 
*' httle good in such a House of Commons as this, a 
" large majority of which is nominated by 200 indivi- 
" diials who care not for the diatreeses of the people ; 
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" but the newspapers will publish my statements, and 
" by degrees these truths will tell with the public." 
And they did tell ! The Whigs, and also many former 
supporters of the Tory ministers, joined with Mr. 
Hume to leasen taxation : and though the Tories 
declared nut one shilling could be spared from the 
revenue ; also argued on the expediency of keeping 
up the burdens of the people a few years longer, in 
order to diminish the national debt; yet the opposi- 
tion would not trust them, but said, we will cut down 
your supplies, and then you must reduce your eata- 
blishments. In this manner, the income tax, the salt- 
tax, half the leather tax, &c., were wrung from the 
grasp of the Tories ; and an end was put to that hocus- 
pociiB system called a sinking fund, which in theory , 
seems so excellent, but in practice was found to place 
an enormous sum of money in the hands of govern- 
ment, which could be used in party jobs without wait- 
ing for a grant from Parliament. 

Alas ! there was, and still is, the Tory debt of be- 
tween eight and nine hundred millions of ponnds ; 
which is called national, but which the Tories alone 
have entailed upon us. The greater part of this im- 
mense sum was borrowed in paper, but we have to 
pay it in gold ; not two-thirds of it was a(!tuaHy re- 
ceived into the Treasury ; for the Tories willingly gave 
^£96 in the funds, for i'50 of cash to squander away : 
nor were the loans ever put up to feir public compe- 
tition; but were jobs in the hands of a monied mono- 
poly. The peers, the bankers, and the other wealthy 
loan contractors, mostly sold out, however, when the 
rise of the funds doubled their fortunes, and vested 
their gains in landed property ; so that at this moment, 
the great bulk of the fundholders are widows and or- 
phans, retired tradesmen, and individuals of small 
income. TTiere are 280,000 fundholders ; of which 
number above 230,000 persons do not receive m(»« 
than .£100 a-yeas ; 26,000 others who do not dsaw for 
nu)re than £200 a-year ; and very few indeed, except 
public charities, derive an income from the funds 
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of above £500 a-year : thus, then, should funded pro- 
perty ever be touched, the loss will unfortunately fall 
upon that portion of the population which can the 
least bear it; while the leviathans who have swallow- 
ed up the people's substance, will escape scot-free. 

Look around yon, brother Electors ! Keflccton what 
is daily passing among your countrymen ! Does not 
this printed appeal to your judgment; a statement 
which you may read over and over again by your own 
fire- sides, pondering on its truths, and detecting its 
errors, if any can indeed be found in it : do not the 
similar appeals which are being made in ever)- part of 
the kingdom ; and more especially, that appeal which 
oven the Prime Minister finds himself now obliged to 
make to the people: do not these things prove, that 
a mighty change has been effected in our social sys-. 
tcm ? athangevastly for the better ; because it shoirs, 
that hereafter this nation must be governed by its 
reason, and not by its fears. 

And to whom are we chiefly indebted for this great 
improvement? To Henry Brougham ! To that man of 
splendid talents — to that master-spirit of the age — 
Henrj- Brougham ! He long ago perceived, that iio 
reforms could be durable, no extension and change of 
the suffrage could be permanently useful, unless -the 
population was educated ; for so long aa the vast ma- 
jority of the constituency remained in political igno- 
rance, so long would the people fall an easy prey to 
the specious promises and corrupt purposes of selfish 
unprincipled place-hunters. 

We all remember the violent outcry which was rais- 
ed by the Tory clet^ and their partizans, against the 
formation of even Sunday schools; and when thcT' 
were shamed out of an opposition which violated the 
spirit of the Gospel, how furious they next H'ere against 
the Lancastcrian system of general education. Here, 
again, they were beat by the progress of public opi- 
nion : and they were forced to adopt Bell's system, in 
order to prevent the Dissenters from having all the 
honour and credit of doing good. This division among 
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the labourers, like the quarrel between Paul and Bar- 
nabas, oiilyc&used the good work to spread with more 
rapid strides. And has not the result fully justified 
the foresight of Brougham itnd his associates ? For no 
soouer had the constiUienciee become more enlight-v 
cned than heretofore, than public opinion forced ihc 
unwilling Tories toconcede improvements. The plain 
fact 18, the Tories and their clergy knew full well, that 
the invention of printing had caused the overthrow of 
the Pope's authority, and of very many absurdities 
which shackled the mind of man ; and tbey foresaw, 
that the diffusion of education would as surely over- 
throw all that part of their system which is founded 
on unchristian domination and mental darkness. 
Therefore they opposed the education of the people. 

The Duke of Wellington, who is conspicuous among 
the many hundred napal and military conquerors of 
wlioHi British history can boast, after being rewarded 
for his victories more munificently than any general 
(remaining a subject) ever was before ; after being 
granted a pension, and above a million of money, 
with a vast additional sum to build a house — which 
house has not yet been commenced ; after receiving 
twice £60,000 for the battle of Waterloo, when each 
of his soldiers received just two guineas; and after 
gatting an enormous proportion also of the Peninsular 
prize-inoney ; this Duke* was made Prime Minister, 
Well ! he found himself obliged to repeal the Corpo- 
ration and Test Acts ; but not until both himself and 
Sir Robert Peel had most violently opposed the mca- 
Bure in valo : they were outvoted in Parliament ; and 
yielded rather than resign their places. Against Ca- 
tholic Emancipation, these same ministers had been 
Btill more violent year after year; and yet rather than 
lose their places, they carried a measureof relief more 
sweeping than the Whigs bad been demanding for the 
last half century ; and carried it by means of so much 
duplicity, and of so much corruption, thatitcomplete- 
ly opened the feyes of the people to the evils of the 
■ rotten borough system. They also said themselves. 
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thftt they ipranted Catholic Emancipation not bccanse 
tbey thought it just and good, but because they dread- 
ed a. civil war; thus teaobing to the Irish and alt agi- 
tators, that though they might gain nothing from the 
justice, yet they could force everything from the fears 
of the Tories. 

The administration of the Duke of Wellington mas 
also forced by Brougham, Hume, and the opposition, 
to malce many reductions, -and to effect much econo- 
my; yet these reductions did not touch the higher, 
but the inferior clerks aud individuals employed ; for 
the average salary of persons reduced by the Duke 
was j6U8, while those reduced by EatI Grey - 
averaged £230 ; not less than £200,000 s-year being 
' tftibeo tiy £axl-0rey from salaries of £1,000 and up- 
ffvds : his own and colleagues' salaries being .among 
the fiwober. It must be adtnibticd, t4n£ jiifi iGrace of 
Wellingten showed no uii<^iie partialily towards the 
sorters who had fought under lum ; for many were 
t^ose who lo»t their tri&in^ pensions, because ibeyfaad 
not served precisely fourteen yeare in \he army ; but 
we never heard that the half-pay of offikiers — who had 
not perhaps served fourteen weeks — was interfered 
with. The Duke of WeUingtoa at last declared, tltat 
not another shilliogof the public expenriitore, could 
be taken off; and yet Ea^l Grey has since contrived 
to tAke off six millions of tlic taxation, < aiid leave the 
departments of the goverbment in a more efficieul 
state than before. 

It seems scarcely longer ago than yesterday, when 
U pleased the Duke of Wellington to state publicly, 
that no reform in the House of Commons was want- 
ed ; that none should be granted ; and that the rotten 
borough system was the perfection of human reason : 
but the public voice was too strong, too indignant, to 
be resisted ; andhis Grace and the Tories were driven 
from power. 

We all remember the Reform Bill brought forward 
by Lord Grey ; and the factious opposition it met with 
for nearly two years : and we all remember) that dn- 
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rin; its discussion Lord Orey resigaed office ; and 
thst the Ddke of Wellington proposed to head an Ad- 
miaisCration^ which should be pledged to carry that 
rery Reform Bill which he had denounced over and 
over again aa destructive of the BritiEh Constitution. 
The people, much to their honour, scorned and re- 
jected such bare-faced apostacy ; and insisted on Earl 
Grey's being re-appointed to govern them. The Re- 
form Bill was at length passed into law; though vio- 
lently opposed to the last by the Duke of Wellington, 
Sir R. Peel, and the whole of those men who now form 
(be ministry as well as by the Tories in general : the 
Duke of Wellington even entered his protest against 
. the measure, after it had become the law of the land. 
And yet the people, the electors, the inhabitants of 
t^ese islands, are now asked to put confidence in the 
reforming professions of a Tory government, headed 
by the Duke and Sir Robert Peel. Better may sheep 
trust to wolves : and housekeepers to those who 
plunder them. We consider the appointment of such 
men to rule over us as an insult to the religious feel- 
ings of the community. Let Reformers put no faith 
in Tories, until the tithe system is relormed, the 
church reformed, the corporations reformed, the du- 
ration of Parliaments shortened, and the " responsi- 
bility of ministers" proved to be no faree ; when all 
these things are settled to the satisfaction of the peo- 
ple, all other ameliorations will take place as a matter 
of course. 

The Electors of the kingdom have lately been called 
upon, and may soon be called upon again, to pas); 
judgment upon two very different sets of men. We do 
not ask them to vote for the one set, because they are 
called Whigs i nor to vote against, the other set be- 
cause they are called Tories : but we recommend them 
to uphold the one, because they are reformers ; and 
to reject the other, because they are not reformers : 
to support the Whig party, because they have usually 
advocated the rights of tf^ many -, and to discard the 
Tories, because they have only been anxious for the 
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interests of Me few. The first party Iiud no taxes 
on the people, but hare takeo ofT a vast amount of 
those taxes which their opponents had laid on : white ' 
the Tories not only levied tax upon tax until above 
80 millions a-year were wrung from the community, 
but constantly refused to diminish one single shilling 
of the expenditure, until they were unwillingly forced ■ 
so to do by the persevering attacks of the Reformers. 

Should it be remarked, that the late ministers did 
not fulfil all their promises, we reply, that they were 
prevented so doing by the factious impediments of the 
I'ories : yet it is really wonderful how much good they 
did do, now that we at last know all the difficulties 
they had to contend against. .Tliey have taken off 
rather more than six millions of (axation, and upon 
items which pressed most unequally upon the middle 
and poorer classes of society ; they reduced the ex- 
penditure above three millions ; they cut down the 
pension list from the Duke of Wellington's limit of 
£150,000 Q-year, to £75,000 a-ycar, just one half; 
and it was stated a few days back to the Electors of 
Crickladc, by Mr. Gordon, that he had prepared a 
plan by order of Lord Melbourne, which would have 
taken off, this spring, three millions nf the maft tax, 
and would have enabled every man to make his own 
malt and brew bis own beer : they have also preserved 
peace in Europe, by spilling ink in protocols instead 
of blood in battles ; and yet raised the influence of 
Britain to such a pitch, that none dare war when she 
fofbids J they also favored freedom and good govern- 
ment in Portugal and Spain, and all over the world ; 
and they gave us that Reform Bill, by which alone 
many have the right of voting, and ought not there- 
fore to use their uew-born power against their bene- 
factors. 

Should some persons assert, that Elarl Grey nnjnstly 
provided for his own family ; and that Lord Brougham 
secured an additional thousand a-year io his pension : 
we answer, that so far from Lord Grey creating useless 
places, he abolished above fourteen hundred of those . 
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fffaicb the Tories had created ; and that when offices 
fell vacant which it was absolotely necessary for the 
public service to fill up, if he sometimes ^ve such 
places to his relations, it was only when he knew them 
to be capable of honestly and efficiently doing the du- 
ties of them. In respect to Lord Chancellor Brougham, 
he cut down his own salary £4,0iM) a- year ; so that 
it will take sixteen years of the additional pension of 
£1,000, before he will have regained that loss : he ' 
also abolished places in his own ^ift and patrona^, 
which yielded salaries to the amount of £56,000 a-year; 
and which former Chancellors — the Mansfields, the 
Ellenboroughs, the Eldons — always bestowed on their' 
nearest relatives. Lord Eldon, who was Chancellor 
for nearly a quarter of a century, never reduced one 
single salary ; and the members of the present feel- 
Wellingtun administration, are said to be now in the 
receipt of pensions to the amount of £62,000 a-year. 

Many may object to the new Poor Law Bill ; and 
certainly there are several of its clauses which appear 
to he harsh and unnecessary! hut that Bill — wheflier 
good or bad — was carried through the support of th« 
Tory faction. Sir Robert Peel, the Duke of Welling- ' 
ton, and many other leading Tories, highly compli- 
mented Lord Grey for having brought forward a mea- 
sure, which they said would eventually prove mont 
beneficial to the morals of the community. 

Earl Grey is also accused of having added 20 milli- 
ons to the national debt. He did so ; but for the pur- 
pose of giving freedom to eight hundred thousand 
slaves ; for as the possession of negroes was not Only 
legalized but actually enforced by many Acts of the 
British Parliament, the crime was a national one ; and 
individuals could not in common justice be deprived 
of their legal property, without receiving a compen- 
KatioR. Some may here exclaim, " Why no compen- 
sation was given for the rotten boroughs : true { be- 
cause the possession of rotten boroughs was never 
legal ; but was contrary both to the spirit and to the 
letter of the law. 
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And now, as to fbtt hvpocritical demand of giving 
a "fair trial" to the Peel- Wellington ministry. Did 
ttiey give a fair trial to Lord Melbonrue? No! He 
was first solicited by the king to put himself at the 
head of an administratioD, and was then turned out 
of office hefore he was allowed an opportunity of meet- 
ing Parliament in even one single session. The plot 
of the Tories had been long prepared ; and iii self- 
evident 1 But; the present set of ministers have been 
tried for many years ; and are well known both indi- 
vidually and collectively, as hostile to the rightSy-tfae 
liberties, and the purses of the people. Shot^d tbE^ 
really act hereafter in the spirit of that Reform Bili 
they called destructive, their former violent opposi- 
tion to it must have been factious and unprincipled ; 
but should they attempt to coerce the people of this 
kingdom once more into submission lo Tory arbitrary 
measiircs, then they will surely bring about that revo- 
lution which they affect to deprecate, 

It is, however, the king's prerogative to dismiss and 
lo choose his ministers. Most undoubtedly it is so ! But 
the king may not rule without ministers : for the Con- 
stitution says, that responsibility shall rest somewhere; 
and that "the king can do no wrong," because bis 
" ministers are responsible:" Now it is impossible 
to disguise the fact, that the Duke of Wellington was 
lately Dictator over this country for one 'month, with 
more individnal power than Cromwell himself ever- 
poasesscd ; for the supplies had been granted, and 
the Parliament was prorogued, and the Duke had 
neither a calnnet nor a eouncil to aid him.- Such a 
precedent is very dangerous to ou r liberties ; and may 
seem to authorize some individual hereafter, to at- 
tempt to govern one year, or ten years, without col- 
leagues and without calling Parliament together. It 
is, in fact, the first step towards having an autocrat in 
Eflgland, as they have in Russia; — for nations only 
lose their liberties by degrees. 
, We believe that our king has been deceived; most 
grossly imposed upon in his old age, by the needy 
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{ilacenien and place-hanters of the Tory faction who 
untbrtuD&tely sniround him. He has been told, that 
a :re-ao4,ioii had taken place in the public mind against 
further 'reforms and further economy ; and, tired out, 
no doubt, by the unoeasing expostulations of those 
about him, he has Once more appealed to his subjects ; 
in order to ascertain by those whoni they may elect 
■lo be ■their reiftesentatives in Parliament, what are the 
seal wishes of the people. Does this pi-ore the king 
to fee against reform ? Jt rather proves, l^iat while he 
is willing to join his people in carrying Buch reforms 
■aa the >Riajorlty may <leEire>, he does not wish to urge 
titPia forward in changes heyood w^at they themselves 
.i^pear eager to see effected. 



W« have th»s given strong reasons for tbe national 
opposition to the Tories ! reasons deduct from bis- 
Uirical foots J a«d oot from mere party prejudiceB, 
We will now address a few words to the Eeectors, re- 
specting the LOCAL politics of W-BSTMOKLAND. 

is not this county of Westmorland virtnailydiBfraii- 
chised ? Js there aay great ■difference between iPs pre- 
sent state of degrodatioii, and that of the A^tpd^dsys, the 
Co<.^ermouths, the (lOttons and Haninra, ■of the old 
regime ? Gen the Electors ■of Westmorijmd say truly 
that their votes are of any more imparOince than a 
piece of waste paper ? Biit here perhaps We shall be 
stopped by Some ; who may say, " Our voltes were of 
" value before tbe passing of the Reform Hill ! We 
" used to get -two guioeaa for riding our owo horses 
" to Appleby at an Giection ; or we were driven there 
" like gentlemen, in coaches drawn byhoruefl having 
" yellow ribbons to their tails, and havingyellow flags 
" stuclc otlt of the windows ; and we then stopped 
" fourteen days, shaking hands with the quality, eUt- 
'* ing — drinking — and making merry---withoat one 
" farthing to pay for our entertainment." It would 
be idle to argue witli such infta on their disgraceful 
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selfishness, or on their sbamcful prostitution of the 
moral attributes of man; but we will speak to what 
thpy wilt better understand, — to their owij interests. 

In the first place, how long is it since yoo were en- 
treated to "accept of two guineas and much feasting, 
for the trouble of a ride to Appleby ? How long is it , 
since you were first invited to take an airing in coaches 
like gentlemen ? Jnst about seventeen years ago, when 
Harry Ilrougham and the Blues contested the repre- 
sentation of the county. Before that time, nobody 
troubled himself whether you hiid or had not votes for 
the county ; no one enquired whether you were fond 
of rides and cheap dinners : so that if there be any 
merit in thrusting such treats upon you, it is to the 
Blues alone you are indebted for the tardy kindness: 
for until that period, very few of the freeholders of 
Wcstmorl.'"id knew whether their countj" sent mem- 

. bcrs to Parliament or not; still fewer heard when an 
election was to take place ; and very few indeed were 

, iicqi)jiinted with the names of the individuals selected 
to represent them. A comfortable sort of apathy ex- 
isted on the subject ; and those who thought at all 
about the rantler, cared very little which of the bro- 
thers, or sons, or friends, or partizans of the House 
of Lowlher, were nominated to fill the county seats. 

But we will prove, that those who received two 
guineas for their trouble of taking a ride to Appleby, 
just got one penny in order to be obliged to spend 
one pound. 
, How often did elections take place i How often 
did you hear the two golden guineas chink in your 
pockets? Why, aboutonceinfiveyeftrs:-sothatfor a 
bribe of forty-two shillings, added to much gluttony 
ajid drunkenness at Appleby, you did — as far as was 
within your power — send men to Parlinment, to weigh 
you down with taxation, for five whole years. That 
is, you pocketed about eight shillings in each year ; 
and' had to pay one hundred-fold by direct or indirect 
taxes, on yoar salt and your malt, your clothes and 
your fuel, your bread and vour meat, your candles. 



Soap, starch, coals, dogs, horsesj carts, shoes, tools; 
on every thing which you saw, and on every thinsf 
which you touched : all which taxes, untl many more 
besides, were placed on your shoulders by the friends 
of the I^wthers : — by the Tories, And do you think, 
that those who valued your independence at forty shil- 
lings, did not get fur themselves or relations, in placeit 
and pensions, in sinecures and patronage, at least 
forty pounds of the public money, for every penny 
they distributed at elections ? Do you suppose, that 
those who bought you at eight shillings per head 
per annum, would hesitate about selling you ? Why 
should they ? Had you deserved otherwise ? Should 
other men respect you, when you do not rfspeot 
yourselves ? Ask your own hearts ; and let your own 
' consciences speak the humiliating truth : ^,s negroes 
were slaves against their will; but .you sold your 
birth-right for a mess of porridge. 

Will any one have the hardihood to assert, that the 
Lowthers have an hereditary right to the lord lieute- 
nancy of Westmorland ; and to the nomination of its 
members to the Commons House of Parliament ? 
When the late Sir James Lowther chose to disinherit 
luH sister's son, and call a cousin from a distant coun- 
ty to possess his estates; did that piece of good for- 
tune entitle the present Earl to monopolize to his own 
power of giving away, all the offices of prolit or honor 
in this county ? His wealth and influence indeed, 
caused the Tories to elevate him to the Peerage ; but 
we know of no charter which gives him a right to in- 
terfere either with the prert^ative of the crown, or 
with the privileges of the people. There is an ancient 
charter, which entails the sheriffdom of Westmorland 
on-one family ; and although that right does the inha- 
bitants no harm, but, on the contrary, rather relieves 
the gentry from much trouble and expence; yet, be- 
ing at variance with the usual custom in England, it 
were better perhaps had it never e.\isted. Let us 
resist, however, all endeavours, whether open or co- 
vert, to saddle Westmorland with hereditary lords 
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lieutenant, and hereditary members of Parliament. 
No family wliatevcr ought to have such power. 

We know thai rank and property always must and 
will have great influence : and when these advaatages 
are possessed by a man of excellent private character 
like the present Eai-I of Lonsdale, who spends a large 
portion of his liitie among his tenantry, and is said to 
be au indulgent landlord ; we then most fully admit, 
that such a man ought to have great sway over the 
gratitude and afTectionSofall classes of the community. 
But while we cordially agree to such legitimate and 
hononriible influence of wealth and station, we assert, 
without fear of being proved in error, that tenants' 
who cultivate the soil with skill, and punotually pay 
their rents, aie under less obligation to their land* 
lords than the latter are to them : for good farmers, 
who are punctual rent payers, may obtain leases in 
every part of England j but it; is extremely diihcu.It 
for landlords to secure sudi tenants anywhere. 

If, then, (he private virtues and large j)rGperty of 
the Earl of Lon^dak ought to give him fonsideritblc 
influetice with the constituency of Westmorland in the 
choice ofonc of their representatives; still it cannot be 
contended, thai he ought to have the privilege of con- 
verting the countyinto a poeket- bo rough for both mem- 
. bcrs. Even his own parti7,ans, the Yellows, acknow- 
ledge that such excessive domination over thesuffragcs 
of the inhabitants is both intuiting and unconstitu- 
tional : iiiid the Lowthcrs themselves arc said to 
have admitted the justice of the comjdaint, when Mr. 
Nowell was elected member four years ago ; for the 
excitement of the people in favor of reform was then 
so great, that the lilues could undoubtedly have se- 
cured the return of both thccounty representatives ; 
yet were satisfied with one, on the understanding that 
the Lord Lieutenant' would never again attempt to put 
in two of his own sens or partizaiis for Westmorland. 
At the very next election, however, just two years 
after the above agreement was entered into, the two 
sons of Lord Lonsdale were put uj> in opposition to 
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Mr. Barham ; and beat him id the contest. It has 
been said in excane, that the Lowthers are not to 
blame if the Electors vHU hare them both as their 
representatives : but this is an assertion woworthy of 
those who made it, and of the constituency to which 
it was addressed ; for the fact is notorious, that only 
19 mushroom votes were polled for Barham, but 2^ 
mu^room votes wpre polled for Colonel Lowther. 

The district of Shap Fells carried the election, and 
swamped the county. 

Ana let us here amical to the common sense of the 
Electors ; for we abhor any appeal to their bellies and 
their love of beer : let us ask whether ihe Electors 
consult their own interests in allowing Lord and Col. ' 
Lowther to be called their representatives in Parlia- 
ment. _ It is as notorious as the sun at noon-day, that 
the Tories — among whom the Lowthers have always 
been conspicuous characters — have overwhelmed this 
nation with taxation and with debt : and it would, 
therefore, be mere waste of time to enumerate all the 
votes of the members for the county of Westmorland 
during the whole of their political career; their al-r 
most invariable opposition to any and every sort of 
reform ; their almost invariable support of every mi- 
nisterial act of coercion or extravagance : but we will 
briefly extract from the published List of Votes before 
us, the manner in which Lord and Colonel Lowther 
have acted during the two Sessions of the first Re- 
formed Parliament ; for as they also now profess to be 
reformers, let us judge them by their acts since the 
passing of the Reform Bill. 

In the first Session of the Reformed House of Com- 
mons — that is, in 1833, it appears that neither Lord 
nor Colonel Lowther took their seats until about six 
weeks after the meeting of Parliament ; therefore, the 
county of Westmorland had no representatives at all 
during that very important [leriod : and out of fifty- 
eight questions of the greatest public interest which 
were brought forward during that Session, Lord Low- 
ther oBly voted on tusB, and the Colonel only voted 
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on TWELVE. The principal subjects on which they did 
take the trouble of voting, were as follows ; — 

They both voted ogainsi Lord Althorp's proposal to hare a Pro- 
> perty Tax instead of a Malt Tax: hut oeither Heent to 

caTe been present when Sir W. !n((ilby carried the re- 
duction of one'half the Mail Tai, a few days before. 
— ^^— voted ^or the repeal of the House and Window Tax. 

'■ — voted for the postponement of the Bank Charter. 

■- voted vgaiiul an inquiry into bribery and corruption 

at Liverpool Election. 
Lord Lowther voted ugainit abolishing flowing for other crimes 

than mutiny and drunkenneei. 
■ ' ■ ' voted againtl the Irish Church Reform Bill. 

■ voted ogaiiut allowing any compenBation to Slave 

Proprietors. 
Col. Lowlher voteAagumil Parliament disposing of surplus mo- 
ney from sale of Irish Bishops' lands. 

voted againil removing the disabilities of the Jews. 

_^ .. voted, /or Lord Ashley's Factory Bill. 

voted/ur an Address to the King in favour of Po- 
land. 

— . — .-. voted ogiiirtti Dissenters having grants of money 

in India as well as the Church of Kngland. 

In the Session of last year, 1834, out of fiftv-eijjht 
questions ^f great public interest llicn brought for- 
ward, Lord Lowthcr'a name only appears once among 
the votes; and that once was a^oin»i Dissenters being 
allowed to graduate at Oxford and Cambridge. Co- 
lonel Lowther appears to have voted six times out of 
the fifty-eight divisions: — 

He voted iigninit Disfranchising the Liverpool Freemen. 

. iur an inquiry into what reductiui>s can be made in the 

'Malt Tax. 
__— ^— /»r taxing the nation £250,(X)O a-year inlieu of Church 

Bates. 

i vgeintl Free Trade. 

og„imt the Poor Law Bill. 

_ uefiintt Dissenters being ellowtd to graduate at Oxford 

and Cambridge. 

And now judge for yourselves, Electors ! Speak 
boldly and fearlessly, like Englishmen — like men who 
scorn bribery and intimidation v.aA five shilHngs worth 
of beer! Have the inliabitants of V\'cstmorlaiid good 
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cause to be satisfied with the attention paid by their 
two representatives to their Parliamentary duties? 
Have the members of this couHty, during- their long 
public career, ever done one thousandth part of the 
^ood for the farmers and labourers that the late Mr. 
Curwen, the Blue member for Cumberland, used to 
try to do in every Session while he sat in Parliament? 
Have they always been ready to present your peti- 
tions? Halve they stood up in the House of Com- 
mons to speak for your local wants and wishes? 
Have they ever pointed out the peculiar exemptions 
from taxation necessary among farmers of a moun- 
tainous district? If their mode of performins^ their 
duties as your representatives in Parliament during 
the two lust Sessions is not sufficient to open your 
eyes, their votes during the whole tourse of their po- 
litical lives can he extracted from the Parliamentary 
documents, and published for your information. 

We entreat you seriously to consider in your own 
minds, that the elective franchise is a sacred trust; 
placed in your hands for the benefit of the whole com- 
munity, and not for the selfish advantage of yourselves 
alone: remember, that the great majprity of our 
countrymen have not the right of voting at elections ; 
and that they put confidence in your honesty to guard 
their interests and liberties : and reflect, that you are 
as much bound by religion and honor to ^ve a con- 
scientious vote at an election, as you are when acting 
as a juryman in a court of justice. Neither deceive 
yourselves, nor allow others to deceive you ; but be 
assured you will have to answer hereafter for the way 
in which you have performed your duties as Electors, 
just as much as you will have to answer for ail your 
other actions towards your neighbours. 

VVe will close this Address, by mentioning a fact 
which has been always kept as much as possible from 
the knowledge of the people of this kingdom. So far 
from the great mass of the population living- under 
the despotic governments of Burope envying the free 
institutions of Britons, they laugh at our folly, and 
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sneer at us as dupes. To all the boasts of our travel- 
lers, this answer is given : — " Your Constitution in 
" Britain is an excellent thing for the privileged classes, 
" the rich, the noble, the well connected, the highly 
"educated professional men, and the gentry; but 
*' what good does it do for all those many millions 
" who have to pay heavy taxes, without the smallest 
" chance of ever personally benefitting by the waste- 
" ful expenditure of your government ? We have 
** only one master j -who has despotic power over the 
" lives and property of all of us ; over our nobles ns 
*' over ourselves ; but his taxes don't reach us ; for 
*' we Can't pay, and must be always coaxed to support 
*< his .power. You Britons, on the contrary, have 
'* soifie local master in every county, in almost every 
" parish ; some great aristocrat with more real power 
•' than your king himself: and yet the taxes of your 
" king fall most heavily on the labouring and indus- 
" trious classes. Leave us, then, to be ruled by one, 
'* whom you may call a despot ; but whom we call a 
" a fath«r." This opinion is very commonly held by 
the people Oil the Continent, and more especially in 
Austria; and is the true reason why we have lately 
seen so many constitutional governments attempted 
to be formed in Europe, by the educated and middle 
ranks of society, and so frequently overturned by a 
despotic prince backed by the overwhelming mass of 
the labouring population, who are uneducated. 

But the Reform Bill, which we have now wrung 
from the grasp of the oligarchy of this kingdom, has 
at length given to the many millions who pay taxes, 
a direct inucrest in the free institutions of Britain; 
for it has given to the Commons the power of return- 
ing real — not sham — representatives totheComraona 
House of Parliament : to that House which has the 
poweroftaxingthcm. Brother Electors ! letus guard 
* strictly,' and keep strongly, this great privilege : and 
Britain will indeed soon become — " the envy of the 
" worid, and the admiration of sarconnding nations." 
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